ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A temporary se 1 f -or gani z ing map in which classes 
are associated with respective vector points is first 
derived by a first learning section of a data learning 
5 apparatus. Thereafter, by use of, for example, an 
improved method incorporating concept of vicinity 
learning intp learning vector quantization, a second 
learning section modifies the temporary self-organizing 
map and obtains a final self-organizing map. By use of 
10 the final self-organizing map thus de.rived, image meaning 
determining processing is performed. 
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